NEWPORT KUTAISI TWINNING ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
ANNUAL REPORT 2015/2016
The AGM on 3rd July 2015, the following officers were elected:Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Executive Member
Executive member
Membership Secretary
Press Officer/Webmaster
Independent Examiner

Sonia Fisher
Derek Butler
Vera Brown
Colin Mason
Caroline McLachlan
Councillor Gail Giles
Sylvia Mason
Catherine Philpott
Joyce Steven

GENERAL MEETINGS:
Following the AGM in July 2015 five general meetings have been held, four at the Civic Centre
and one at the YMCA.
A social meeting was held at the home of the Chair in January 2016.
EXECUTIVE MEETINGS:
There have been two Executive Meeting held, but in addition regular communication by email has
ensured that matters are addressed efficiently without delay.

*************************
JULY 2015
Sonia Fisher and Caroline McLachlan attended a charity concert and auction held on 13th July at
the Mansion House Bristol, organised by Bristol Tbilisi Association. Both the Georgian
Ambassador and Romanian Ambassador were present . The Bristol Georgian Choir gave a
wonderful concert followed by an auction to help raise funds for the Tbilisi Flood Appeal.
The Lord Mayor of Bristol the right Honourable Cllr Claire Campion- Smith received a donation
collected by NKTA members and friends from Sonia Fisher.
Together, with NKTAs contribution of £575, a total of £2500 was raised and sent to the British
Ambassador in Tbilisi.

Chair, Sonia Fisher presenting donation to the Lord Mayor of Bristol. Donations were made by members of
NKTA to help those affected by the Tbilisi floods

SEPTEMBER 2015
Members of the Georgian Rugby Team met the Mayor of Newport Councillor Herbie Thomas and
Mayoress of Newport Jacqueline Mitchell , ahead of their historic Rugby World Cup clash against
New Zealand later that week. The Georgian Team had been training at Newport High School and
staying in the Celtic Manor Resort Hotel in preparation for their first ever match against the mighty
All Blacks at the Millenium Stadium.
NKTA members attended this event including Vika Tegelbeckers who kindly acted as our
interpreter.
The reception at the Mayor’s Parlour in Newport’s Civic Centre was very significant because of
Newport and Kutaisi ‘s very special twinning relationship.

His Worshipful the Mayor of Newport, Cllr Herbie Thomas and members of the Georgian Rugby team during
their visit to the Civic Centre.
NOVEMBER 2015
The Annual Georgian Studies Day Conference was held successfully in London convened by
Tamara Dragadze. This event was attended by members Sonia Fisher, Peter Landers and
Stephen Marshall.
The theme this year was “Tourism in Georgian. 6% of GMP is generated by tourism and there has
been a 70% in tourism since 2013. It was reported that it is now much easier to do business in
Georgia.
For the first time Bristol and Newport Twinning Associations were joined by Newcastle who have
links with Alkhaltsikhe, a small city in Georgia’s south western region.
Sonia Fisher and Stephen Marshall gave a joint presentation of NKTA’s activities over the past
year, including visits to Kutaisi. Details were given of the growth and development of the NKTA
facebook page exchanging up to the minute news of both cities ; and the launch of the new NKTA
website.
Stephen, Sonia and Peter were able to meet and speak with the Ambassador, delegates and
friends, who expressed appreciation for the continuing friendship with Georgia especially with the
city of Kutaisi.

Georgian Studies Day - Sonia Fisher (Chair of NKTA) with Derek Pickup chair of Bristol- Tblisi
twinning and David Gigauri Newcastle - Akhaltsikhe Twinning

JANUARY 2016.
Members met at the home of Chair, Sonia Fisher to celebrate Georgian Christmas Day which is
6th January. 25 members joined her on this social occasion.

Members at the Christmas/ New Year Social hosted by Sonia Fisher (Chair of NKTA)

ST MARYS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Catherine Philpott returned to St Marys Primary School to talk to year 4 on Georgia and its people
especially of Kutaisi, and about the friendship groups who have grown through the Twinning
Association.
NKTA would like to thank St Marys especially teacher Emma Wilkinson for giving them the
opportunity to involve the wider community.
St Marys Primary School and School Number 1 in Kutaisi are in the process of forming an interschool friendship link
FEBRUARY 2016
Dr Ana Chankvetadze PhD, M.A
Ana Chankvetadze gained her doctorate from the Faculty of Arts at Kutaisi Akaki Tsereteli State
University. Ana came to Newport 2010-1011 to take up a place at the University of South Wales (
Caerleon campus) on the MA degree course in Educational Leadership and Management,
graduating in 2012.
She returned home to join the staff of the Kutaisi City Hall, Department of Foreign Relations and
International Affairs.

APRIL 2016
At the YMCA , Newport’s Mayor Councillor Herbie Thomas and Mayoress Jacqueline Mitchell
together with members and guests of NKTA heard a fascinating talk given by Derek Pickup , Chair
of Bristol Tbilisi Association.
Sonia Fisher expressed the hope for more links to be established between the two Twinning
Associations.
Following the talk, everyone enjoyed refreshments of Georgian food and wine. Esther Keller
Secretary of Bristol Tbilisi Association supplied the delicious khachapuri - Georgia’s national dish.
NKTA with to thank Peter Landers and the YMCA for their hospitality on that evening.

Derek Pickup during his informative talk to the Mayor of Newport and members of the association

Some of our members enjoying the informal networking after the informative talk
JUNE 2016

CIVIC VISIT TO TBILISI AND KUTAISI
June 2016
THE NEWPORT CIVIC LEADER’S VISIT TO KUTAISI.
Following an invitation from the Mayor of Kutaisi early in 2015, Rosemary,
Caroline and Derek, together with Madonna and KNIA members, spent over a year organising the
visit; part of the celebrations for the 25th Anniversary of the signing of the Twinning Agreement.
The visiting group consisted of 16 people including the Bishop and Dean of Monmouth ,
the Artistic Director of Ballet Cymru, the East Area Commander of Gwent Constabulary, the
Deputy Dean of USW, the Chair of Governors of Coleg Gwent and three senior academic staff, the
Secretary of the Aneurin Bevan Health Trust and a senior Consultant Nurse, the Director of
Newport YMCA , me as Chair of NKTA and Rosemary Caroline and Derek.
Individual group programmes were organised during which the visitors discussed matters of
common interest and areas for future co-operation and this serious aspect of the visit ran
alongside interesting visits and many opportunities to enjoy unrivalled Georgian hospitality and
good company. During the visit Caroline was formally presented with the Honorary Citizenship of
Kutaisi in recognition of her outstanding contribution to the twinning over the past quarter of a
century and the NKTA wishes to congratulate Caroline for this well earned honour.
NKTA presented the city of Kutaisi with a commemorative plaque which was unveiled by Sonia
and the Mayor of Kutaisi. The plaque is situated in Newport Street.

The Mayor of Kutaisi and Professor Madonna Megelishvil were both presented with certificates
signed by the Mayor of Newport and the newly elected Leader of Newport City Council Debbie
Wilcox thanking them for the invaluable contribution they have made to the twinning.
The two Kutaisi youngsters who will visit Wales in October for the Wales v Georgia football match (
funded by GOL and hosted by the NKTA) together with an accompanying adult, were selected by
NKTA members from a short list prepared by KNIA members.
The visit was hugely enjoyed by everyone, especially those visiting Kutaisi and Georgia for the first
time. The possible outcomes from this visit are still being considered and discussed but
undoubtedly the visit was an important milestone in the friendship between our two cities.
A full account of this visit, including photographs, will be on the website nkta.org and also on the
NKTA facebook page. A newsletter will also be forthcoming with accounts from the various
delegates.
On behalf of NKTA, I would like to thank Rosemary, Caroline and Derek as well as the Mayor of
Kutaisi and our KNIA friends for making this visit possible

Members of the Civic Visit receive gifts from the Kutaisi hosts

Chairs of NKTA and KNIA

Dame Rosemary Butler and Her Excellency the
British Ambassador to Georgia, Alexandra Hall

The 25years of twinning friendship walk – the walk took place on Newport Street

Group Picture of the Members of the Civic Visit while in Kutaisi
Summary
NKTA remains an active and successful twinning association because of the enthusiasm and
goodwill of its members. Lifelong friendships with our friends
in Kutaisi will ensure that this continues. It is easier now to interact immediately with Kutaisi
through our respective Facebook pages and the number of followers is increasing month on
month. Posts by KNIA members and NKTA members about the two cities are current and very
interesting. Our new website has developed well and is much more user friendly, thanks to our
Press Officer and Webmaster Catherine Philpott.
The Association wishes to thank the British Ambassador to Georgia Alex Hall Hall and the
Embassy’s senior officer Sophiko Katsarava for the huge and enthusiastic help they have given the
twinning over recent years and we wish both Alex and Sophiko happiness and success in their
new postings.
My thanks to the Officers and Executive for all their hard work and support in the past year
including our Secretary Vera Brown, Treasurer Colin Mason and Membership Secretary Sylvia
Mason.
NKTA is successful because of their continued support and enthusiasm. My thanks also to the
Members who regularly attend our bi-monthly meetings and continue to contribute to all aspects of
the twinning.

SONIA FISHER
CHAIR
NEWPORT KUTAISI TWINNING ASSOCIATION
JULY 2016
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